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work in flowers and foliage; the arching of the interstices con-
structed of thin stones, closely jointed; over the choir, part of the
roof of like workmanship still remains. The side aisles are formed
by light clustered pillars, richly capitalled, with garlands of flowers
and foliage dispersed delicately in the mouldings; in some the
figures of animals are interspersed.'
1. 109. Chief of Otterburne^. 'The famous and desperate
battle ofOtterburne was" fought I5th August, 1388, betwixt Henry
Percy, called Hotspur, and James, Earl of Douglas. Both these
renowned champions were at the head of a chosen body of troops,
and they were rivals in military fame; so that Froissart affirms,
" Of all the battayles and encounteryngs that I have made mencion
of here before in all this hystory, great or smalle, this battayle that
I treat of nowe was one of the sorest and best foughten, without
cowardes or faynte hertes: for there was neyther knyghte nor squyer
but that dyde his devoyre, and foughte hande to hande. This
batayle was lyke the batayle of Becherell, the which was valiauntly
fought and endured." The issue of the conflict is well known:
Percy was made prisoner, and the Scots won the day, dearly pur-
chased by the death of their gallant general, the Earl of Douglas,
who was slain in the action, He was buried at Melrose beneath the
high altar. " His obsequye was done reverently, and on his bodye
layde a tombe of stone, and his baner hangyng over hym."—
Froissartt vol. ii. p. 165.'—scott.
1. iio^Knig^tjCif^Ijicldesdale. 'William Douglas, called the
Knight of Liddesdale, flourished during the reign of David II., and
was so distinguished by his valour that he was called the Flower of
Chivalry. Nevertheless, he tarnished his renown by the cruel
murder of Sir Alexander Ramsay of Dalhousie, originally his friend
and brother in arms. The King had conferred upon Ramsay the
sheriffdom of Teviotdale, to which Douglas pretended some claim.
In revenge of this preference, the Knight of Liddesdale came down
upon Ramsay, while he was administering justice at Hawick, seized
and carried him ofif to his remote and inaccessible castle of Her-
mitage, where he threw his unfortunate prisoner, horse and man,
into a dungeon^ and left him to perish of hunger. It is said, the
miserable captive prolonged his existence for several days by the
corn which fell from a granary above the vault in which he was
confined. So weak was the royal authority, that David, although
highly incensed at this atrocious murder, found himself obliged to
appoint the Knight of Liddesdale successor to his victim, as Sheriff

